
PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 

At the round earth's imagin'd corners, blow
Your trumpets, angels, and arise, arise
From death, you numberless infinities

Of souls, and to your scatter'd bodies go;

All whom the flood did, and fire shall o'erthrow,
All whom war, dearth, age, agues, tyrannies,
Despair, law, chance hath slain, and you whose eyes

Shall behold God and never taste death's woe.

But let them sleep, Lord, and me mourn a space,
For if above all these my sins abound,

'Tis late to ask abundance of thy grace
When we are there; here on this lowly ground

Teach me how to repent; for that's as good
As if thou'hadst seal'd my pardon with thy blood.

- John Donne
At the Round Earth’s Imagin’d corners, blow 1609
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A NOTE FOR OUR VISITORS CONCERNING WORSHIP AT SAINT JOHN’S 

Our  Congregation  follows  the  pattern  of  worship  set  forth  by  ancient  Christians.
Though “the Mass” has undergone many changes over the past 2,000 years (especially
during the time of the Lutheran Reformation),  what remains at the heart is  God’s
desire to hear the prayers of His people and deliver His grace to them through His
promised means. It is for this reason that we call our worship “The Divine Service,” not
us serving the Divine, but the Divine serving us with His Word and Sacraments. 

In response to God’s Grace, and with deference to the rich traditions we have inherited,
we use both our voices and our bodies in worship of the Triune God, some of which
may be unfamiliar or strange to you. For instance, some people will make the sign of
the cross  +  in remembrance of their Baptism; the Congregation speaks or sings the
bold portions  of  the  liturgy.  Finally,  standing  (attentive  worship),  sitting (attentive
learning), and kneeling (sign of penitence and desire for grace) are symbolic actions in
Christian worship that incorporate the body  Romans  12:1. If you are unable to stand or
kneel  and  remain  seated  throughout  this  Divine  Service,  know  that  your  Spiritual
worship is pleasing to God John 4:24; 1 Corinthians 2:15.

THE LORD’S SUPPER AT SAINT JOHN’S

Holy  Scripture  tells  us  that  the  earliest  Christians  gathered  regularly  for  prayer,
breaking  of  bread,  and  communion  fellowship  Acts  2:42.  We  continue  this  ancient
tradition by gathering for prayers and “the breaking of the bread,” on the Lord’s Day.
When we “do this in remembrance” of Jesus, we take seriously the words He said on
the night He was betrayed; namely, that we are to eat and drink the bread and the wine,
and in doing so eat and drink the very Body and Blood of Christ Matthew 25:26-28. So also,
along with the earliest Christians, we confess that spiritual harm can befall those who
commune with a congregation without understanding and agreeing with the beliefs of
that  gathering  1  Corinthians  11:17-29.  As a  congregation of  the  Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod, we believe that all who commune at this altar are to be baptized in the name of
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be instructed in the doctrine of the Small Catechism,
and not be under pastoral care in a congregation of a different confession. 

If  you  have  any  questions  about  what  it  means  to  be  Lutheran,  or  would  like  to
prayerfully explore entering into Communion Fellowship with St. John’s, please speak
with me after worship so we can set up a time to meet together.

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Jacob Benson
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Please familiarize yourself with the communion statement on the inside cover of this 
bulletin. If you are not communing today but desire a blessing, you may approach the altar 
with your arms crossed across your chest. 

The Body of Christ is received either on the tongue, or reverently on the palm of the hand.

When receiving the Blood of Christ, please grasp the bottom of the chalice and guide it to 
your lips.
If you desire to receive the blood of Christ from an individual cup instead of the Chalice, 
take an empty cup as you approach the altar and the Pastor will fill it from the pouring 
chalice.

PRAYER BEFORE RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink
Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy
Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy
name; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-
giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus  Christ.  Send Your Holy
Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith
obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with
Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 348 The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns
331 The Advent of Our King
516 Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying
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CLOSING HYMN 873 Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies



Stand

VERSE Portions of Psalm 50 and Luke 21

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 21:25-36

t that time, Jesus said 25“And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and
on the earth distress of nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea

and the waves, 26 people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on
the world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 And then they will see the
Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 Now when these things
begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is
drawing near.”

A

29 And he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. 30 As soon as
they come out in leaf, you see for yourselves and know that the summer is already
near. 31 So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom
of God is near. 32 Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all has
taken place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

34 “But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and
drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a trap.
35 For it will come upon all who dwell on the face of the whole earth.  36 But stay
awake at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these things that
are going to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”

Divine Service

OPENING HYMN 513 The Clouds of Judgment Gather

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION page 184

INTROIT Portions of Psalm 80, Isaiah 62, and Isaiah 30 sung to Tone B 

Say to the daughter of | Zion,*

“Behold, your sal- | vation comes.”
The LORD will cause His majestic voice | to be heard,*

and you shall have glad- | ness of heart.
Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, You who lead Joseph | like a flock!*

You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, | shine forth.
Restore us, | O God;*

let Your face shine, that we | may be saved!
Turn again, O | God of hosts!*

Look down from | heav’n, and see.
But let Your hand be on the man of Your | right hand,*

the son of man whom You have made strong | for yourself!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*

and to the | Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be-  | ginning,

is now and ever shall be, world without end. | Amen.

KYRIE page 186

The GLORIA IN EXCELSIS is omitted during Advent 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. C And with thy spirit.
P Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, 

that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through 
the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Malachi 4:1-6

hus  spoke  the  Lord through the prophet:  “For  behold,  the  day  is  coming,
burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble.T

P (The Holy Gospel                              Luke.                  C (Glory Be to)                             Lord!
     according)               to Saint                                                                        Thee, O                           

P  (This is the Gospel)                              Lord.               C (Praise be to)                               Christ!           
                                      of the                                                                            Thee, O



The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will
leave them neither root nor branch.  2 But for you who fear my name, the sun of
righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves
from the stall.  3  And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under
the soles of your feet, on the day when I act, says the LORD of hosts.

4 “Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and rules that I 
commanded him at Horeb for all Israel.

5 “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of 
the LORD comes. 6 And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the 
hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a decree of 
utter destruction.”

P This is the Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORY DEUS DEORUM Psalm 50:1-5

The Mighty One, God the LORD, speaks and sum- | mons the earth
from the rising of the sun to its | setting.

Out of Zion, the perfection of | beauty,
God | shines forth.

Our God comes; he does not keep | silence
before him is a devouring fire, around him a mighty | tempest.

He calls to the heav- | ens above
and to the earth, that he may judge his | people:

“Gather me to my | faithful ones,
who made a covenant with me by | sacrifice!”

The heavens declare his | righteousness,
for God him- | self is judge!

“Hear, O my people, and I will speak: O Israel, I will testify a- | gainst you.
I am | God, your God.

Not for your sacrifices do I re- | buke you;
your burnt offerings are continually be- | fore me.

I will not accept a bull | from your house
or goats | from your folds.

For every beast of the for- | est is mine,
the cattle on a | thousand hills,

I know all the birds | of the hills,
and all that moves in the | field is mine.

If I were hungry, I would not | tell you,
for the world and its full- | ness are mine.

Do I eat the | flesh of bulls
or drink the | blood of goats?

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanks- | giving,
and perform your vows to the | Most High,

and call upon me in the day of | trouble;
I will deliver you, and you shall glo- | rify me.”

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*

and to the | Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be-  | ginning,

is now and ever shall be, world without end. | Amen.

EPISTLE Romans 15:4-13

rethren, 4 For  whatever  was  written  in  former  days  was  written  for  our
instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the

Scriptures we might have hope.  5 May the God of endurance and encouragement
grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus,  6

that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 7 Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory
of God.

B

8  For I tell  you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God's
truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9 and in order
that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to your name.” 
Psalm 18:49 2 Samuel 22:50 

10 And again it is said, 

“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 
Deuteronomy 32:43

 
11 And again, 

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol him.” 
Psalm 117 

12 And again Isaiah says, 

“The root of Jesse will come, even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; in him will
the Gentiles hope.” 

Isaiah 11:10 
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the

power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.

P This is the Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.


